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iiearetary of StRte'a B.M.NO. 33/1041. 

P*Q< #* - Severity of Sen tends* 

Letter from Lord Chancellor, 
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With reference to limit© 1 ana to the icrd / haiioo llor f s letter to 
you d&t&a 11 , arch 194J (1 a). 

XL&'lMltfift was tried by military Court (tar Irimss) in October X34p 
with four ttivwm of the crew of tho anti f\m at teu lit the j^oru 

Chancellor 1 © letter i© now in the custody of the Control 'omission, who hove 
no responsibility for the legal review of the iYooeedingo♦ 

Unujer icgulatlon 12 of t;*a ^ulationa for tte trial of *or Crisda 1© 
(Aray Greer 51/1945} you have power to re cone leer mki re the sentence, an. 
in tix case of a prisoner serving Ills sentence in Gsnsery £ like power has been 
delegates to the CoDaiander^in^^hief ( eneml tobortson). 

It is, I think, a letter for aoneiuemtion whether this case ahoulu 
be eelmted now for special review at statsnm, or whether the representation# 
on behalf of ksftwenbsr should be notcu for consideration ay and wteri aouu 
general review of sentence a in ope-n tion is undertaken on a oo^prehmsiv© 
brat© (e«g M qc the liquidation of t.v m . * oriws oot 4 *.ittent}, 

With regara to the particular feats of the case, a succinct 

account of tht trial appears aa Cos® [o*l in the "Law frport© of -trials of fo«r 
Criminal©* published by the stationery Offioe/4./^7 

original roccodlngs are available in Office for reference if 
y^u require them* 

T:t3 special defence put forward by iohwender (referred to in the 
paragraphs ntanberea 1, 2 and 3 of Bishop lhawo f a letter of 21 Kove.Lor 1247 " 
attaohsu to l .> who fired with a tivchine gun in the uireotion of a raft, or 
part of a raft, which tiere ware grounds for inferring coni ineu uurvivora of 
the r W .iLl iW was rejected by ths Court os inherently iL.^ob .bit owing to tlx: 
onauitiibility of tlw weapon uaed, a light itaoMns gun f <r situting floating 
objects of conaiaerable sis©, ana on account of its i;:aonaietemy with tin 
evidence of Lt« *4nfc f another aooussu, that he hiusclf t A the weapon from 
ichwenuer with the deliberate intention of ending tiie sufferings of any 
survivors tl»r© be* 



Judge Afipmais Oenerel* 

At*. 51 fauroh 1343. 
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Aould you pleas© enable the 3. of 5* to reply. He is anxious to 
©end an early answer and woulo. be glad of the necesa&ry infant tion as soon us 
possible* If investigations are likely to be protracted, please provide 
iiiiiijediately, such inforantion s you Imve, so that an interim reply i~ay be sent 
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(3gd) X.O.S. Drew. 

1*3* to 3*of J* 
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